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LISTING OF AND AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims, without prejudice, as follows: 



Claims 1 - 30 (Canceled) 




Claim 3 1 . (Currently amended) An adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly for fe 
a body brace applianc e of the typ e having at least a first back element shaped to fit about a 
person's lower back region, the improv e ment comprising: 

an iliac croat b e lt e l e m e nt attachable to an inner ourfao e of th e first back e l e m e nt, the bolt 
f\<\ compri s ing a n elongated strip formed from a substantiall^ridltnaterial; ^ 

said elongated strip having a center portion and at least first and second ends;? 
locking elements for adjusting the fit of and locking said adjustable interlocking iliac 
crest belt assembly about the waist of the person, said locking elements being disposed in 
corresponding locations on said first and second ends» respectively, of said elongated strip: 
said center portion including means for fastening said adjustable interlocking iliac 
crest belt assembly teethe first back elementj) ^^^^ 

the-said elongated strip being sized and shaped so as to encircle the waist of the person 
with an adjustable circumference and tension, with the said center portion positioned 
substantially against the lumbar spinal region of the back of the person and said first and 
second ends positioned against the front of the person when said adjustable interlocking iliac 
crest belt assembly is locked about the waist of the person, 

the said e longated strip including at l e ast a first portion being further sized and shaped to 
urge against engage the iliac crests of the person when said adjustable interlocking iliac crest 
belt assembly is locked about the waist of the person ., 

Claim 32. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 3 1 further comprisin g looking e l e m e nts for adju s ting th e fit of the belt about th e waist 
of th e p erson and for looking th e b e lt about the waist of the p e rson iliac crest pads attached to 
the inner surface of said elongated strip adjacent said center portion thereof . . 

Claim 33. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 31 32 wherein the said locking elements include cooperating buckle and buck le- 
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receiving elements disposed in corresponding locations on the said first and second ends, 



respectively. 

Claim 34. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 21 53 wherein the said locking elements include buckle and hook-and-loop elements 
disposed in corresponding locations on the said first and second ends, respectively. 



Claim 35. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 31 32 wherein the said locking elements include cooperating hwkaml loop fastening 



elements disposed in corresponding locations on the said first and seconden^ respectively? 



Claim 36. (Canceled) 

Claim 37. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 31 36 wherein the said substantially rigid material forming said elongated strip is 
constructed from a plastic. 

Claim 38. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 37 wherein the strip is coristruotod from said plastic is a low density plastic. 

Claim 39. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 38 wherein the strip is constructed from said low density plastic is ^lyethylenc. j 



Claim 40. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 31 39 wherein the said elongated strip further comprises an i nner layer of relatively 
compressible material . and on outer lav e r of attached to said substantially rigid material. 

> Claim 41. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 31 35 furth e r comprising wherein said fastening elements for means is operative to 
removably fastening the said adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly to the first back 
element. 
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Claim 42. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 41 wherein the said removable fastening el e m e nts or e means comprises screws. 

Claim 43. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 31 49 furth e r comprising wherein said fastening olemonta for is operative tt/ non- 
removably fasteniag the said adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly to the first back 
element. 

Claim 44. (Currently amended) The adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly of 
claim 43 wherein the said non-removable fastening elem e nts ar e means comprises rivets. 

Claim 45. (Canceled) 

Claim 46. (Canceled) 

Claim 47. (Currently Amended) A body brace comprising: 



at least a first-back shell element h aving an inner surface ^shaped to fit-about a person^ 



lower back regio n^said back shell being constructed of a sui>stantiallvvrigid^piastic/material ; 



an adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly e lem e nt attachabl e to an inner surface 
of th e first back e l e m e nt, th e b e lt comprising an elongated strip having a center portion and at 
least first and second end s, said elongated strip being formed from a substantially rigid 
material ; 

locking elements for adjusting the fit of and locking said adjustable interlocking iliac 
crest belt assembly about the waist of the person, said locking elements being disposed in 
corresponding locations on said first and second ends, respectively, of said elongated strip; 

said center portion including means for fastening said adjustable interlocking iliac crest 
belt assembly to said inner surface of said first back element: 

the said elongated strip being sized and shaped so as to encircle the waist of the person 
with an adjustable circumference and tension, with the said center portion positioned 
substantially against the lumbar spinal region of the back of the person and said first and 
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second ends positioned against the front of the person when said adjustable interlockinR iliac 
crest belt assembly is locked about the waist of the person ; 

the said elongated strip including at least a first portion sized and shaped to urge agains t 
engage the iliac crests of the person when said adjustable interlocking iliac crest belt assembly 
is locked about the waist of the person. 

Claim 48. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim 47 further comprising looking 
elements for adjusting th e fit of tho bolt about the waist of tho peroon and locking the b e lt 
about the waist of th e p e rson iliac crest pads attached to the inner surface of said elongated 
strip adjacent said center portion thereof . 

Claim 49. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim J7 4* wherein the said locking 

elements include cooperating buckle and buckle-receiving elements disposed in ^ 

corresponding locations on the said first and second ends, respectively. 



Claim 50. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim_47 49 wherein the said locking 
elements include buckle and hook-and-loop elements disposed in corresponding locations on 
the said first and second ends, respectively. 

Claim 5 1 . (Currently Amended) The brace of claim 47 49 wherein the said locking 
elements include cooperating hook and loop fastening elements disposed in corresponding- 

<r-— ■ — 7 

locations on the said first and second ends, respectively , go a s to interlock . 
Claim 52. (Canceled) 



Claim 53. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim 47 52 wherein the said elongated strip 
is construct e d from a plastic. 

Claim 54. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim 53 wherein th e strip is constructed 
from said plastic is a low density plastic. 
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Claim 55. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim 54 wherein the strip is constructed 
fiem said low density plastic is polyethylene. 

Claim 56. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim 55 wherein the said elongated strip 
further c omprises an inner layer of relatively compressible material , and on outer layer of 
attached to said substantially rigid material. 

Claim 57. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim 47 51 furth e r compri s ing wherein said 
fastening dem e nts is operative to fe* removably fasteni»g the said adjustable interlocking 
iliac crest belt assembly to the said first-back shelle l e m e nt 

Claim 58. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim 57 wherein the said removable 
fastening d e m e nts are means comprises screws. 



Claim 59. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim of47 54- furth e r comprising wherein 

• ft /; 

said fastening elements for means is operative to non-removably fastening the said adjustable 
interlocking iliac crest belt assembly to the said fe s^back shelle l e m e nt . 



Claim 60. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim 59 wherein the said non-removable 
fastening e l e m e nts ar e means comprises rivets. 



Claim 61. (Canceled) 

Claim 62. (Currently Amended) The brace of claim 51 wherein the said adjustable 
interlocking iliac crest belt assembly interlocks with the said Sfst-back shell el e ment so as to 
impart additional stabilizing force to the back element. • 
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